MARK   TWAIN
but a book about a boy whom he remembered
(better than all the world) called Tom Sawyer.
On this boy he pondered like Gibbon over
ancient Rome.
Around this boy he had already (in 1872)
attempted to construct a play. But in Mark
Twain's crowded, busy, happy and talkative
life, with lectures to give, billiards to play,
children arriving, and visitors coming and
going, it took time to finish things. In fact,
another triumphal progress in England inter-
vened before * Tom * came to light. This time
Mrs. Clemens accompanied her illustrious
husband and could measure for herself the
estimate they made of him abroad. From
London they went on to Scotland, where a
friendship was formed with John Brown (oi
Rob and his Friends) which was kept warm til]
that good old man's death. Most important
of all, Mark Twain lectured in London
(October 13, 1873). The announcement oJ
the lecture is typically British, very unlike the
San Francisco ' trouble will begin at eight.:
* Mr. George Dolby,' it declared, * begs tc
announce that Mr. Mark Twain will deliver z
lecture of a humorous character on Monday
evening next and repeat it in the same place 01
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.' Then